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already enacted called the American Rescue Plan?
Councilmember Evslin: Yes.

Senator Schatz: I will say what I said earlier, again. Sorry to .
be redundant. The first caveat is that you have to check with your Corporation
Counsel to figure out what is allowable. The way we wrote the law was if you want
to use it for sewer, you can use it for sewer. If you want to set-up a vaccination site,
you could use it for that. If you want to plug a budget hole, you could do that. It is
designed to be entirely flexible and entirely within your discretion within the context
of County ordinance, State law, and Federal law. This is entirely flexible money.
The one caveat which is a crisp prohibition is that it cannot be used to enable a
reduction in tax rates. On the spending side, there are very few restrictions. I would
double-check that through your lawyers, but my very confident understanding is
that the idea was that could not get in to it with thousands of counties across the
country, fifty (50) states, and multiple territories, we could not get into refereeing
what is allowed and what is not allowed. We just operated under the assumption
that you know best how to provide resources to your county’s residents in an
emergency. That is how the bill is written.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We have about five (5) minutes left. I am
going to try and take one (1) question from each of the Councilmembers. I will not
ask a question. Councilmember Cowden, Councilmember DeCosta, then

Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Cowden: I will try to be very simple. Transitional
housing, is a really big issue for us. We are in the process of closing the houseless
encampments that we have had for this past year. I was at Lydgate Beach Park and
there are so many people down there. There is a lot of concentration. We really do
not have a plan on where to send them. We are working hard on that. It would be
really nice to have some help being able to find a location to create a place where
they could have an encampment like that. Special Management Area (SMA)
permits, Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and a lot of different challenges
that happen that create barriers. It is less than building a house. I will call your
attention to that. I do not know if there is any way where you see us being able to
address that with what you have.

Senator Schatz: I agree with you that it is a challenge. I
think if the County came up with a plan for a specific project or a way to address
transitional housing needs, the ARP moneys are absolutely appropriate for that. If
there is a Federal nexus as far as land use or any other piece, I would be happy to
work with you. Generally speaking, I know the HUD and the new Secretary is very
interested in this area. I would be happy to work with you on making the
appropriate connections.
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Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta.
Councilmember DeCosta: Good morning, Senator Schatz. Thank you

so much for all that you do in representing our state. My question is going to be
simple. It is a no-brainer that world leaders like China are trying to control the
shipping lanes and become more prevalent in becoming the global leader. I believe
our constituents here on Kaua'‘i believe that our PMRF base is a protection facility.
I am a little worried that we are only a test facility. You made that clear. Will we
ever become an operational facility so that we can protect our state and our people?
Is that something that is in the pipeline?

Senator Schatz: That 1s a really good question,
Councilmember. You are right, PMRF is for testing. That is a really important
mission, because essentially hitting a bullet with a bullet or a rocket with a rocket
takes a fair amount of high-tech work and testing in making sure that all of our
missile defense systems are adequate to the task. I am not the technician here. As
it has been explained to me, Councilmember, you do not necessarily need to be
operational in the place that you are protecting. These radars have coverage. You
have short-range discriminating radars closer to North Korea, then you have other
systems that are at sea, and you have Fort Greely in Alaska and the ground base
interceptors. It is a system across the Pacific. We should not think that we are
unprotected just because the things that protect us are physically located someplace
else. Actually, if we put the Ground-Based Interceptors (GBIs) here, they could not
do any good for us. We are very-well protected. We do want an extra layer of
protection to have that short-range radar HDR-H situated either on Kaua‘i or O‘ahu.
The site selection has not been determined yet. I would not worry too much that
PMREF is a test facility and think in terms of having to build up all of our defenses
physically in the islands. Our defenses are located across the Pacific and even to the
north of us and it is a system that has, over the last ten (10) years, proven itself to
work a lot better than it did in the past.

Councilmember DeCosta: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: If you have the time, we will take one (1) last
question from Councilmember Carvalho. Please let us know whenever you need to
leave.

Councilmember Carvalho: Senator Schatz, mahalo and aloha.
Senator Schatz: It is nice to see you.
Councilmember Carvalho: It is nice to see you, too. In follow-up to the

transportation question. I just wanted to thank you for the support in the past for
the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant that
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helped to support our infrastructure and upgrades to our roadways and bikeways.
Are there opportunities in the future where we can talk story about how to follow
that same footprint to manage upgrades to our roadways and pathways?

Senator Schatz: It has been an incredible partnership
between the Federal Government and the County of Kaua‘i on that TIGER grant on
that main street project that you initiated and that the new Mayor has continued.
We have continued to get resources from the Federal Department of Transportation.
You can see the transformation. Anything that I can do to help that along...I do not
know if there are additional resource needs in Lihu‘e Town or whether you have new
projects that you want to start considering. First of all, it worked, and secondly, I
thought it was a really cool partnership between business, conservation-types, and
everyone was for it. Third, a lot of these TIGER grants ended up going to these
urban areas. I was especially proud that we were able to secure those resources for
the County of Kaua‘i and made sure that cities across the country do not suck up all
the resources.

Councilmember Carvalho: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I think we finished right on time. I just
wanted to thank you, Senator Schatz, for taking the time to speak to us. I know you
work very hard in Washington D.C. for Hawaii and Kaua‘i. You always come
prepared and is very concise. You are very informative. Your home office, Malia
and Paul, they are always open to us as far as any questions we have. If we do have
further questions from this meeting, we will send it over via E-mail.

The meeting was called back to order and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any further discussion from the
Members? Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Ijust have gratitude. Thank you so much for
being here.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: From all of the Councilmembers, we express

our sincere gratitude. Unfortunately, we have not been able to fly up to Washington
D.C. for the National Association of Counties (NACo). Your office is extremely
welcoming. You are always there to greet us and to talk to us about Federal
programs or anything that affects Hawai‘l. I just want to thank you for all of the
outreach that you do for the Councilmembers and Kaua‘i. Any last words?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

Senator Schatz: Thank you, Councilmembers. It is always a
pleasure to see you all. Hopefully, we will be able to see each other in-person soon.
Let us keep the vaccinations going. We are doing great. Thank you everyone.
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The meeting was called back to order and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any final discussion from the
Members?

(No written testimony was received and no regzstered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to receive C 2021-109 for the record was then put, and unanimously
carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

C 2021-110 Communication (04/13/2021) from the Acting County Engineer,
requesting Council approval to indemnify the State of Hawai‘i as outlined in Condition
No. 2 of the State of Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural Resources’ (DLNR)
Conservation District Use Permit (CDUP) KA-3856 letter for the ‘Aliomanu Road
Repair and Revetment Project for erosion control along the damaged section of
‘Aliomanu Road located in Anahola, Kaua‘i, Hawaii, Tax Map Key (TMK)
Nos. (4) 4-8-018:028 and 029, and seaward.

Councilmember Kualii moved to approve C 2021-110, seconded by
Councilmember Carvalho.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions from the Members on
this? I will let Troy explain this item for us, before we open it up for any questions.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.
TROY K. TANIGAWA, Acting County Engineer (via remote technology): Good

morning. Could you repeat the last question? I had some technical difficulties on this
side.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We are on Communication C 2021-110. We
just wanted a brief overview of the item and the purpose of this item.

Mr. Tanigawa: I do not have the agenda in front of me right
now.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: It is the ‘Aliomanu Road Repair and Revetment

Project for erosion control.

Mr. Tanigawa: We have Michael Moule on the line. He has a
lot of the technical information on that. I will open and say that we have the CDUP
that we are coming to the Council for approval for. There is an indemnity clause that
is a part of it. It came up before and this is a renewal. There are actually two (2) items
on today’s agenda that is related to this. There is the CDUP for a permanent repair
and there is a CDUP for a temporary repair. These are two (2) separate items. I will
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just say that the temporary repair is coming up again because the erosion has been
expanding. It has been moving further east from the prior erosion area that has been
fortified with sandbags. There is an additional approximately seventy-five (75) to one
hundred (100) feet of erosion area that we want to have protected with these temporary
measures before the permanent solution can be implemented. That is pretty much the
broad brush description of what those CDUPs are for.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Again, this is just to indemnify the State of
Hawai‘i for the repair work. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I am certainly going to approve indemnifying
the State for this repair. I walked it yesterday with some of the people from the
neighborhood. That is a big challenge. I know we had looked at cutting it a bit more in
the mauka direction. When I read through this, we are going to just keep it at one (1)
lane, is that correct? I see the sandbags are really torn up and all over the place. It
looks like there is a seawall that might be a part of the problem. Can Michael explain
the plan and how we are going to keep that road? I am curious what your perspective
is.

Mr. Tanigawa: The design went through a review with the
community there. The accepted design is going to be a one-lane road through that
section.

Councilmember Cowden: How are we going to keep that one (1) lane even
there? It looks like it is really digging away pretty hard, right? What do you mean by
“revetment’? What are we going to do to it?

Mr. Tanigawa: Go ahead, Michael.

MICHAEL MOULE, Chief of Engineering (via remote technology): Good
morning. The proposed revetment is a sloped revetment, not a wall. The idea behind
that is to provide the best balance between protecting the road and not creating erosion
down the shoreline. We are well aware that vertical seawalls are very problematic with
respect to that. A sloped revetment acts somewhat more like a natural beach although
it is obviously not a natural beach. It is intended to reduce the erosion. That is the plan
for the permanent solution, which is what this first item is. There are more details to
it. I do not know how much more details you are looking for. I think that addresses the
initial question you had, Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. Are you going to be putting rocks there?
What are you going to put there? What are you going to do? What is that revetment
made out of?

Mr. Moule: It is made out of boulders that are going to be
sourced largely from the beach right there. That is the proposal. It is a slope revetment
made out of boulders supporting a road that has some concrete behind it. What you will
see is that the surface of the slope will be natural stone boulders.
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Councilmember Cowden: Okay. I see they rolled all around there...I
think those were all pulled out. You will be putting those boulders back there?

Mzr. Moule: Right.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you for being here and thank you for

providing that overview. I have not been down there for years. I apologize. I should
probably visit that area soon. Is the current erosion that sounds like it is adjacent to
the existing sandbags, do you think that erosion was caused by those current sandbags?
Or would that have occurred anyway?

Mzr. Moule: It is hard to say. I think this whole area has
been eroding, even areas that have not been protected. I would not be able to say for
sure that the sandbags are causing that. We are aware that sandbags can do that and
cause erosion nearby. The whole area has been eroding over time. We are looking at
having this permanent revetment put in so we do not have that take place in the future.

Councilmember Evslin: One of the requirements for the permit is that
it cannot cause flanking erosion or if it does you need to mitigate that in some capacity.
What does happen if the new revetment ends up causing more erosion on either end?
How do you end up solving for that without just expanding the revetment indefinitely?

Mr. Moule: I do not know if I have an answer to that
question. Honestly, ocean erosion is not one of my areas of primary expertise, which is
why we have consultants working on this. My understanding here is that we have areas
of erosion not far from areas of accretion where you are seeing land actually forming.
At some point, there will be a limiting factor with what is happening naturally with the
circulation of the water in the bay. That is something when we ask for permits and we
go to the Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) for these permits, they are
actually reviewing these permits and they will not give us these permits if they do not
feel it is a reasonable solution to the problem.

Councilmember Evslin: I feel like this project is a specter that keeps
coming back to us every few months on the Council floor. I think we will see more of
this over time. Because we are also coming on the heels of the bike path where we had
a prolonged discussion where there was no intention to save that path and we would
probably not even be able to legally put up a wall to save the path if it is at-risk, how
does the State distinguish when we can put a wall or revetment and when we have to
abandon an area.

Mr. Moule: Again, I would have to say that is outside of
area of expertise. Honestly, I cannot answer that question.

Councilmember Evslin: Okay, thank you, Michael.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the
Members on this item?

The meeting was called back to order and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Does anyone else have any final discussion?
Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I think we are going to get more and more of
these challenges. I believe our engineers said the same. I did choose to drive around
the area and there are relatively fresh expensive houses on that little strip of remaining
road. We see where I think it was Hurricane ‘Iniki that took out the bridge that broke
‘Aliomanu in half. I think about Hanalei Hillside where we have these roads that are
shot. That is the problem right there. I appreciate what is happening. I am using this
moment to say it is really worthy to go and look how much of these places wash away.
When I see the sand collapsing, you can tell that is fresh collapse. That area has had
fresh collapse. I appreciate our Engineering Division with their struggle of having to
repair that area. Those existing sandbags are pretty much torn up and the fabric is
stretched out. The old boulders have all been ripped out. The ocean is powerful right
there. My guess is this will be a temporary fix. Ijust wanted to put that first-eye view
there. That was supported by people I walked along the shoreline with who lived there
pretty much their whole lives.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any other discussion from the
Members? Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: I think this does keep coming back. Michael
and Troy have made it clear over time that this is the least bad of a bunch of bad possible
solutions. There is no good answer. I am confident that they have looked at alternatives
to try to move the road. It is cost prohibitive and there are other barriers to that. Like
Councilmember Cowden, my ongoing concern here is that you inch-by-inch end up
protecting more and causing greater issues on the flank. That is obvious. As
Councilmember Cowden, I am not as familiar with the area so I cannot say, if not this
area then another where we protect something. There is a high-end house on the other
side which is causing erosion in front of that house and they are going to have the legal
justification to pursue a wall in front of their house, because the County caused erosion
in front of their house. We are going to end up tumbling into all of these tremendous
problems over time with sea level rise that are inevitable. It is an overwhelming
problem. I support this as a potential “not terrible” solution.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Does anyone else have any comments?
Councilmember Kuali‘i.

Councilmember Kuali‘i: I was just watching on the news the other night
regarding the lava situation on the Big Island and how the county there or State are
looking at purchasing some of the land so people no longer build there. Going forward,
as we talk about climate change and everything, we obviously have to address the idea
of these places, we probably should think twice before we build mansions along the coast
and then expect the County or the State to continue to provide the roads. Just like
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Senator Schatz mentioned regarding the sewer and how it is not cost effective to make
a line go out to three (3) houses in a remote area; it is a big issue that we have to address.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Does anyone else have any comments?

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve C 2021-110 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

C 2021-111 Communication (04/13/2021) from the Acting County Engineer,
requesting Council approval to indemnify the State of Hawai‘i as outlined in Condition
No. 2 of the State of Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural Resources’ (DLNR)
Emergency CDUP KA-21-08 to install emergency sandbags along the damaged section
of ‘Aliomanu Road located in Anahola, Kaua‘i, Hawaii, Tax Map Key (TMK)
Nos. (4) 4-8-018:028 and 029, and seaward.

Councilmember Kualii moved to approve C 2021-111, seconded by
Councilmember Chock.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: This is very similar to the last item. This is to
allow the County to install emergency sandbags on ‘Aliomanu Road while we are getting
the emergency work done. Are there any questions from the Members on this?

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve C 2021-111 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

C 2021-112 Communication (04/21/2021) from the Director of Economic
Development, requesting after-the-fact Council approval to apply for and receive
technical assistance from the Department of Energy’s Energy Transitions Initiative
Partnership Project, which provides technical assistance to remote and island
communities around the United States to bolster their energy infrastructure, reduce
the risk of outages, and improve their future energy and economic outlook.

Councilmember Kualii moved to approve C 2021-112, seconded by
Councilmember Cowden.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Nalani, would you like to give us a brief
overview of this item?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.
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NALANI K. KAAUWAI BRUN, Director of Economic Development (via remote
technology): Without further ado, I will turn it over to Ben Sullivan. He is our
Sustainability Coordinator and he has all the knowledge on this project. Mahalo.

BEN SULLIVAN, Economic Development Specialist IV: Energy/Sustainability
Coordinator (via remote technology).  Thank you, Nalani. Good morning,
Councilmembers. The Energy Transitions Initiative Partnership program is something
we applied for in February. I would like to take responsibility and apologize to you that
we did not get you notice of this ahead of time. This was something that came to our
attention at the last minute and at the time, it was not clear how much support we
might be able to get from a technical support standpoint. We saw it as a good
opportunity and we applied for it. The intention of the technical support is to help us
to provide an islandwide infrastructure plan for electric vehicle (EV) charging. That is
one objective. Another objective is to help us plan for a mobility data system for the
island so that we can provide data on how people are moving around. As you recall, we
had this discussion before and we are very interested in tourist hotspots and other
mobility information that we would like to try to collect. We are hoping to get technical
support for that. Lastly, we hope that the National Renewable Energy Laboratory will
be able to give us technical support in looking at how emerging transportation
technologies overlay with our existing transportation plans and how it might be utilized
to better affect us. That includes an array of technologies including shared-vehicles,
autonomous vehicles, shuttles, et cetera. We are really trying to get a sense of whether
these tools are appropriate for us and would they work in certain locations to help us
solve problems that we are aware of and that are articulated in our existing plans. I
am happy to answer any questions if you have any. Thank you for the opportunity to
discuss this.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Council Vice Chair Chock, then
Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Chock: Ben, thank you. I know it is a little late, but I
am glad that you did apply for it and received this. How much is this grant for? Is it
only for technical hours or is there an amount?

Mr. Sullivan: It is technical assistance only. There is not a
definitive number, because there is no money changing hands. What we were told from
our project support team, which includes the Hawai‘i Natural Energy Institute is that
the overall program is funded at three million dollars ($3,000,000) and there are eleven
(11) recipients. If you do the math on that it is somewhere south of three hundred
thousand dollars ($300,000) per recipient. That is a rough approximation and that
includes all program administrative support and other aspects of whatever the Federal
government has to do to administer this program.

Councilmember Chock: Thank you. The reason why I ask is to get a
sense of the scope and how much work we can expand on. I think it is properly targeted
with our transportation energy resilience goals. I am curious in terms of new
technologies how far we will be able to get to. I was on a call by request the other day
on a project that might be occurring on Hawai‘i Island regarding carbon neutral jet fuel
and being able to look at a smaller model. I am curious if you are aware of it and if that
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might be something that could be included in this scope. I can talk to you more about
it offline. It looks very targeted in what you wrote.

Mr. Sullivan: I am not sure we can modify the scope at this
point, but we are certainly always interested in learning more about what is happening

and welcome your information on what Hawai‘l Island is looking at with regards to jet
fuel.

Councilmember Chock: Okay, I will send you that information. Thank
you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you, Ben. Did you write up this

document here with the questions? The application?

Mr. Sullivan: Yes, everything is a team effort. I was the
primary point of contact for this, but certainly had a lot of good review internally with
the team to make sure that we were providing the best response we could.

Councilmember Cowden: I just want to say that your team did a very
good job. I really appreciated reading this. I like very much a holistic approach like
this. There were many aspects of it that I felt really good about. Just for the viewing
public, I think when you are targeting the congestion on our roads and the high use of
rental cars, you are spot on on something that I think will make a difference day-to-day
in everyone’s lives. It will make an economic difference relative to how much we have
to invest in roads. I loved all of that. I give you a bunch of stars for this. When I look
at the Department of Energy’s support of eleven (11) remote and island communities
transitioning to resilient clean energy solutions, I was very pleased to see the
range...everyone of these different eleven (11) towns or projects, they all bring needed
1deas to the country. I am proud that Kaua‘i will be bringing things forward. I had a
question. Actually, I have a whole bunch of questions, because I love so much of this.
One area where we are talking about automated vehicles, we do not have to necessarily
automate vehicles, right? We can look into that, but we could also have drivers for those
vehicles. Would that be correct?

Mr. Sullivan: That is absolutely correct. This is an
investigation as to how appropriate the technology might be. I will also add that most
pilots around the country with autonomous vehicles do have personnel onboard. They
actually take advantage of using those personnel to give cultural education and other
things since they are not preoccupied with having to drive the vehicle.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. We want to have jobs for our people and
all of those people tend to be ambassadors for our island in educating people. Whether
they are driverless and there is someone in the car helping or not, I support that. At
the last Council Meeting, we talked about the satellite or 5G, I think for driverless
vehicles, you would need that kind of technology in the sky. I believe. I do not know.
Do you know?
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Mr. Sullivan: That is a great example of the kind of
conversation that we would try to elevate to understand better. We want to understand
what all the requirements might be for deploying this type of project on the island. I do
not have a specific answer. That is a part of the scope.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. Maybe you could look into that. What
we do know is that with or without automated vehicles, having these shuttle buses that
help to avoid the need for so many cars can happen with or without automation. Great
job. I could talk to you for hours on this. There is a lot of very good work in here. Thank
you for a holistic approach to a needed pressure on our community. I think it will be
very helpful if we can pull this off.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you, Ben and Nalani. This is pretty
exciting stuff. Ireadit. I was jumping for joy at every sentence of that grant proposal.
There is a lot of exciting stuff in there. Just to echo Councilmember Cowden a bit, I
think one especially important thing is the holistic nature of it. It is so clear throughout
that document that in trying to solve and manage our congestion crisis, we are using
the same tools as trying to solve our climate crisis, while ensuring equitable access to
transportation. The entire thing is woven throughout there. Also, we are trying to
prepare for and harness emerging technologies is obviously very critical. There was a
timeliness component to this and the Department of Transportation is expanding
significantly their rental car parking lot near the airport. It sounded like part of this
document is to try and look at...before we double-down on rental cars that we look and
try to harness these other technologies. Given that, is the Department of
Transportation at the table in some capacity with this grant or will they be in trying to
work with these technical experts?

Mzx. Sullivan: The Department of Transportation is definitely
at the table. As a matter of fact, we have had recent communications with Larry Dill,
so State Highways is at the table. We continue to work with them and hope to have
State Airports at the table as well. We also believe that is critical component as
articulated in the application.

Councilmember Evslin: Great, thank you.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kualii.
Councilmember Kuali‘i: Aloha Ben and Nalani. Thank you so much for

this. This is very exciting. I thought the same thing as I was reading through it all. It
is great to see the Energy Secretary, Secretary Granholm, the former Governor of
Michigan, in the article. Thank you for sharing that article which also highlighted
Senators Schatz and Hirono as well. In the article it says, “Through this project, Kaua‘
will explore alternative and autonomous mobility options for its residents and tourists
to move away from fossil fuel-powered single-occupancy vehicles and towards a modern,
clean transportation system.” I know we have been working on this already. It would
be great to learn how to get further faster with this. With this three million dollars
($3,000,000) for the total budget, I think it is two hundred seventy-two thousand
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dollars ($272,000) if you were to divide it by eleven (11) recipients. I would guess that
we might be getting a smaller amount than one-eleventh. Does this mean that they will
be sending an expert to come and work with us for a while? Will they cover the cost of
this person? Do they pick this person and just send them to us? What will actually
happen?

Mr. Sullivan: Yes, that is a great question. Our
understanding is that we are receiving technical assistance from personnel at the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). They have quite an extensive bench
of people who have diverse expertise and experience. Our job is really going to be to try
to facilitate that use in the most effective way for the things that we need the most on
the island. As we articulated earlier, it was the three (3) items that we really want to
focus on and we are still in the scoping phase at this point to determine who the right
personnel are. We have the support of the Hawai‘i Natural Energy Institute on O‘ahu
to help us to get there as well. They are the local contact partner for NREL. Does that
answer your question?

Councilmember Kuali‘i: Yes. Is a person or maybe (2) were to come to
us, do we have the space to accommodate them? How would that work?

Mr. Sullivan: I do not know that they would sit here in a
permanent way. The intent is to meet virtually and hopefully perhaps in-person should
circumstances allow over the next several months to help scope the project. They would
then basically go away and start doing a lot of the analysis and documentation needed
to create these plans. They would be constantly coming back and forth with us for
revisions. A key part of this is going to be the front end in making sure we understand
what the best direction is and that we get the appropriate input from the partners cited
in the document.

Councilmember Kuali‘i: When you listed the three (3) points about
planning for electrical vehicle charging, collecting data, and looking at emerging
technologies, I would imagine that is where they could help us with the emerging
technologies. On the work that we have been doing already, is there still some kind of
pilot program...obviously it probably was shut down with COVID-19...maybe it will be
starting up again, with the hotels having a rental car at the hotel that is shared by the
guests as opposed to all of them renting cars separately? Obviously that would be great
in our most concentrated tourist areas like Princeville, the Royal Coconut Coast, and
Po‘ipi. We not only have a problem with cars, but in Honolulu, the bike-share program
Biki...have we thought about that for those same areas for the tourists? I know we have
been improving the sidewalks, so that is helpful. I see people walking the goat trail in
the Kapa‘a area to get from the old Sheraton where the new Longs Drugs is to get into
town. Lastly, what are we doing to make our path more useful as transportation.
Obviously it is very successful as a recreational path, but we have to have it fully
connected so people can get from point “A” to point “B” if “A” is their work and “B” is
their home...and ride their bikes. A lot of people do not want to ride their bikes on the
busy highway. There is a lot of work to do and this is really exciting. Please keep us
posted every step of the way.

Mr. Sullivan: Thank you, Councilmember.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvalho: Thank you for all the work that you are doing.
How does this tie into the North Shore Shuttle? Is that option still on the table? Does
this help to support that effort and shuttles in general? I know we are trying to get
people out of their cars and in the shuttle to visit the North Shore area. Does this tie
into that? I am hoping it does.

Mr. Sullivan: Absolutely. I do not want to oversell this,
because it is technical support to help us understand how these systems might interact.
Both on your comments and on Councilmember Kuali’s comments, what we hope to
better understand is how a shuttle system or the bus system could interact with other
components that might be placed in a particular region, whether it might be the North
Shore, South Shore, or otherwise and whether there is enough traffic, volume, and use
to justify an economic deployment of those systems. Because they are new technologies
they have not necessarily surfaced in our plans in the past. As you all know, the
challenge of this is like a “chicken and egg” situation where we want people to get out
of their cars, but they have to have all these choices once they get to their destination
or else they really cannot do that in a viable way. We are really trying to ask the
question about what are the key moves that are really going to open up this
transformation. We definitely see autonomous shuttles as part of the conversation, but
certainly beyond that, shared vehicles like cars and biking mobility at various locations.
As you know Councilmember Carvalho, the scooters is an example of something we
have looked at with you in the past. What are all those different ways that people might
be able to get around and how might we be able to deploy them is really at the heart of
the investigation here.

Councilmember Carvalho: Okay, thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta, then
Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember DeCosta: Thank you, Ben and Nalani for everything that
you do. Thisis very exciting. I think the number one thing would be to give our tourists
less choices...I know that is undemocratic to say that. If we did not give them a choice
to rent a car and they had to get on this shuttle, I think it would alleviate a lot of our
traffic. That is my “two cents” into this conversation here. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I am wondering about partnerships. Iimagine
that you planned for this. I have three (3) that I think is important. One is with Kaua‘i
Community College (KCC). The automotive program there is really incredible. I see
where they recycle car batteries. When we are trying to have a green economy, these
batteries have a high impact on our economy. At KCC, they take bad cells out of old
batteries and put new cells in. I think the more we can engage our emerging
generations into ideas like this, I would think they would like to be involved. The Kaua‘
Electric Vehicles nonprofit, I am wondering if they are a part of this effort. It seems
like they were asking for something very similar to this. Then, the car rental
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companies...I know Enterprise, when I was asking a couple of years ago, they have
ideas and ways that the different rental car companies can actually be more efficient.
Ultimately, they need to think about their net margin and not their gross margins. If
we can help them get their net margin up by efficient uses of their vehicles, that would
work well. Ben, I imagine you have partnerships planned, but have you thought about
those three (3) partnerships?

Mzr. Sullivan: Thank you for those comments and that
guidance. We certainly value the partnerships that we have with Gordon and Wes over
at KCC, and with the rental car companies and others. Certainly Kaua‘i EV has been
a great champion for awareness and education over the years. We have done ride and
drives with them as well. I will also point out that Nalani has been very careful to make
sure that we partner with the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority and our recent Destination
Management Area Plan (DMAP) looked closely at how they help and support
partnerships around the transportation challenges and we have had some good
conversations with them as well. We hope that they can broker this conversation with
entities like the rental car companies and the hotels in a way that we would not
necessarily be able to do because we do not have the same relationships. We are really
looking forward to that as well. Thank you for your insights about who to reach out to.

Councilmember Cowden: Excellent, thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the
Members on this item?

The meeting was called back to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Does anyone else have any final discussion.
Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Great job on getting this grant. To reiterate
again for the people listening...eleven (11) municipalities around the country got this
competitive grant. As far as I can tell, we are the only ones looking at ground
transportation, which is obviously so important on Kaua‘l. On Kaua‘i and statewide we
have a 2045 clean energy goal, which is going to be so hard for us to achieve for our
ground transportation and much easier to achieve for electrification or our energy
generation. It is great that this is focusing on ground transportation. What makes this
partially so exciting for me is that with autonomous vehicles, there are potentially
two (2) futures...one where everybody owns their own autonomous vehicle and it ends
up exacerbating our current infrastructure and congestion issues or it could be totally
transformative in the way that we get around and could be a tool for us to potentially
eliminating congestion. Which path we choose will largely be dependent on proactive
policy to try to encourage shared ownership and shared use of autonomous vehicles.
This is a really important first step here. I appreciate all of the work that the Office of
Economic Development is doing on this front.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.
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Councilmember Cowden: I am very excited about this. I like when we
work with proactive ideas that are holistic. In my mind, I like us branding Kaua‘ as
clean, green, and safe. I feel that this hits all of those goals. I like that it gives us an
opportunity of role modeling and having national leadership as Councilmember Evslin
was saying on new methods of road transportation. I think many, many...like more
than half of the communities could benefit from what we would be learning. It not only
solves congestion and road costs, but also two (2) other things that are really big issues,
including our abandoned and derelict vehicles. If we are more efficient with our vehicles
and there are more vehicles that are managed, I think we would have a lot less
abandoned vehicles. When we are trying to help affordable living for parts of our
community, there are templates from decades ago in Europe where people who have
less money are able to be in a car share program. I think that could really help. The
other piece is waste and recycling. All these cars that come over here eventually have
to get crushed and put in a little square cube and sent away to be thrown away
somewhere. The less vehicles that we can use and the better off we will be. I am very
excited about multiple gains and really moving forward with what I believe is not only
the national goal, but the international goal...and our tiny little spot in the middle of
the Pacific Ocean can be a shining star on that front. I think if we look at how we are
transforming tourism, when we can role model something like this, people might come
just to see good behaviors. It becomes a whole new market and a whole new type of
visitor who comes really consciously. I think you hit the ball out of the park with getting
this grant. Congratulations.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any other discussion from the
Members?

(No written testimony was recetved and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda ttem.)

The motion to approve C 2021-112 was then put, and unanimously carried.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

LEGAL DOCUMENT:

C 2021-113 Communication (04/13/2021) from Jodi A. Higuchi Sayegusa,
Deputy Planning Director, requesting Council acceptance and approval of a
Dedication Deed, from B&D Properties, LLC, Historic Plantation Center, LLC, and
Kilauea Shops, LLC, to the County of Kaua'i, Lot B and Lot E, for roadway purposes,
Tax Map Key (TMK) No. (4) 5-2-23:031 and TMK No. (4) 5-2-23:032:

e Dedication Deed

Councilmember Kualii moved to approve C 2021-113, seconded by
Councilmember Cowden.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions from the Members on
this?
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you, Jodi. I am excited that this is going
to happen. Was this a mistake that this was not dedicated prior to this?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

JODI A. HIGUCHI SAYEGUSA, Deputy Planning Director (via remote
technology). 1 am sorry, what was the question again? Was it the reason why it was
not dedicated before?

Councilmember Cowden: Yes. Kilauea is going to be very excited to have
this completed. This has come up at multiple Kilauea Neighborhood Association
meetings over the last two (2) years. What was the problem?

Ms. Higuchi Sayegusa: I am not sure what caused the delay. Most
recently, what we found was that there was a minor discrepancy on the cover page of
the Dedication Deed. There was a little bit of a delay to make sure that the Dedication
Deed was accurate and that the accurate lots were identified. That was a part of the
delay. I am not sure what else happened in between. I think we are at a point where
it is ready and it is just a matter of bringing it before the Council for acceptance. We
will then take care of the transmittal to the Bureau of Conveyances and the condition
of approval will be completed.

Councilmember Cowden: When this i1s dedicated, can we put the
roundabout in and do the other improvements on the roadway? I think that is what has
held that back.

Ms. Higuchi Sayegusa: Right. 1 believe there are certain other
requirements by way of Subdivision 2013-20 related to the connection points. Michael
Moule is on the line for the technical aspects of the other additional requirements. It
might be best that he answer those questions.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. Thank you, Michael. I know we do not
have the funding yet for the road up to the highway. Right now we have seven (7)
parking lots or roads coming together at one spot. You have presented to the Kilauea
Neighborhood Association this roundabout idea. Are we ready for that or is that still a
ways off?

Mr. Moule: Was that a question for me?
Councilmember Cowden: Yes.
Mr. Moule: We had proposed installing what is called a

mini roundabout in a pilot manner. It is a little smaller and has a central island. We
call it, “lighter, quicker, and cheaper.” Rather than using significant concrete curbs and
redoing everything, we would do it by using signs, markings, and some rubber curbs to
create a pilot or temporary mini roundabout at the intersection of Kilauea Road, Keneke
Street, and Ala Namahana Parkway. Indeed, the reason we had planned to do
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that...the timing on that has shifted with COVID-19. I think it was a year and a half
ago that we planned to do that. I cannot even remember the exact date, because
everything changed with COVID-19. I can look that up. We did not do it, because we
found that we did not own this property yet. We could not make this change and it was
too difficult to make that all happen in the time that the funds that were available to
do this temporary treatment. Even though it is lighter, quicker, and cheaper than a full
roundabout would be, it still costs money. We were not able to do it at that time. We
would now be able to do this sort of temporary treatment; however, at the moment, we
do not have funding to do that. We do not yet have a plan to do this tomorrow. This
does give us the opportunity to potentially identify funds. I understand that the funds
we used last time may potentially be coming up again in the future where we might be
able to do that short-term pilot project for the roundabout. We do also have plans...we
are developing a federal aid project in conjunction with the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service and others, including the Federal Highways Administration and the
State of Hawai‘i Department of Transportation for Kilauea Road, to install the more
permanent mini roundabout at this intersection, as well as other improvements along
Kilauea Road. That is several years out, but this land is needed for that as well.

Councilmember Cowden: The adjacent piece that is called Kilauea
‘Ohana or Namahana, there is discussion about a potential bike path. We are not going
to get that dedicated to us? If that is the case, we should probably stop the bike path
idea if that 1s not going to happen. They are right there near and adjacent to each other.
Collectively, not everybody understands little lines on a paper. I want to be able to give
a good report. Can we get those other easements on the adjacent parcels and can we
think about that? I sent a letter out about it. Did you get it? These are adjacent and
further down along the road. If we were to put a bike path over there to the Kalihiwai
area...

Mr. Moule: I am aware of the discussions that occurred
earlier this year about trying to connect...as I think most people are aware, there is a
long-term plan to connect Ala Namahana Parkway past the post office around to Kuhio
Highway, connecting at the location where the Anaina Hou land is on the mauka side
of the highway. There has been a subdivision done to carve up that land. I think that
subdivision is complete or is being worked on to eventually have that land dedicated to
the County. The long-term plan is to include that connection, as well as the land
dedicated to connect the shared-use path from the post office area around to Kalihiwai,
as you are suggesting. That is all being discussed. I know there were discussions earlier
this year about possibly moving forward with dedicating some of that land, but as I
understand it, that is not happening yet. I do not know if those conversations are still
ongoing. That is a conversation that I am only tangentially involved with rather than
directly involved with. I cannot speak to the exact status of that at this time.

Councilmember Cowden: Is there a reason to not allow it to happen? It
is a little bit off the topic. If we cannot continue it, then we will not. People have been
waiting for a very long time. The shopping center was not supposed to go in until this
happened. At least the simplicity of a bike path that the community can pay for that
runs right along in that area on this parcel that we are dedicating now and a little bit
beyond. Is there a reason that we are holding back?
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Mr. Moule: I cannot answer that question. I am not
involved in those discussions directly.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay, thank you.

Mr. Moule: That is a question for the Administration, I
believe.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any other questions from the

Members on this item?
The meeting was called back to order, and proceeded as follows:
Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any final discussion from the Members?

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve C 2021-113 was then put, and unanimously carried.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next, let us read

ourselves into Executive Session. We will take our Executive Session at the end of
the day.

EXECUTIVE SESSTON:

ES-1053 Pursuant to Hawai‘l Revised Statutes (HRS) Sections 92-4 and
92-5(a)(4), and Kaua‘l County Charter Section 3.07(E), the Office of the County
Attorney, requests an Executive Session with the Council, to provide the Council with
a briefing on a discrimination claim by a Kaua‘i Police Department employee, and
related matters. This briefing and consultation involves consideration of the powers,
duties, privileges, immunities, and/or liabilities of the Council and the County as they
relate to this agenda item.

Councilmember Carvalho moved to convene into Executive Session for
ES-1053, seconded by Councilmember Kuali‘i.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions or discussion from
the Members?

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to convene into Executive Session for ES-1053 was then put, and
unanimously carried.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: That concludes the business on our
agenda. Not seeing or hearing any objections, this Council Meeting is now adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

There being no further business, the Council Meeting adjourned at 9:54 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

JADE K. FOUNTAIN-TANIGAWA
County Clerk

ks



